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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-29, are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by Ojha 
et al (Hereinafter Ojha US Patent No 6, 029, 146) . 

As per claim 1 , Ojha discloses a method for brokering commercial transactions 
between an originator and a provider through a communications network, the method 
comprising the steps of receiving provider criteria from each of a plurality of providers, 
wherein at least one of said provider criteria is included in requests for proposals 
forwarded to said respective provider (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1- 
67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67) receiving a request for proposal from an originator, the 
request for proposal including originator criteria, wherein at least one of the originator 
criteria is included in proposals received by the originator; 

to comparing the originator criteria included in the request for proposal with the provider 
criteria of a group of the plurality of providers (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 
lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67) selecting one or more providers from the group 
of the plurality of providers, the selected one or more providers having at least one of 
their respective provider criteria matching at least one of the originator criteria(see 
column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67) 

providing the request for proposal to the selected one or more providers; receiving a 
proposal in response to the request for proposal from at least one of the selected one or 
more providers; and 

providing the proposal to the originator. (Note abstract and see column 2 lines 49-67 
and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 
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As per claim 2, Ojha discloses wherein the step of providing the request for 
proposal to :the selected one or more providers comprises providing the request for 
proposal to the selected one or more providers without disclosing the identity of the 
originator, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 
1-67) 

As per claim 3 Ojha discloses wherein the step of providing the proposal to the 
originator comprises providing the proposal to the originator without disclosing the 
identity of the at least one of the selected one or more providers, (see column 2 lines 
49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 4, Ojha discloses wherein the step of receiving a proposal in response 
to the request for proposal from at least one of the selected one or more providers 
comprises the steps of 

receiving a plurality of proposals from at least one of the one or more selected 
providers; 

ranking the plurality of proposals; and notifying the originator of the highest ranked one 
or more of proposals of the plurality of proposals, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 
3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 5, Ojha discloses wherein the step of ranking the plurality of 
proposals comprises the steps of 

receiving ranking criteria from the originator; 

comparing proposal criteria in each of the plurality of proposals with the ranking criteria; 

selecting one or more proposals having the most proposal criteria matching the ranking 
criteria, wherein said selected one or more proposals are the highest ranked one or 
more proposals; and sending a summary report of the highest ranked one or more 
proposals to the originator, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and 
column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 6, Ojha discloses further comprising the steps of 
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receiving a request for clarification of the request for proposal from one of the selected 
one or more providers, forwarding the request, for clarification to the originator; 

receiving a response to the request for clarification from the originator; and distributing 
the request for clarification to the selected one or more providers, (see column 2 lines 
49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 7, Ojha discloses wherein the provider criteria comprises one or more 
of industry sector, financing type, asset type, project type, geographic location, amount 
of funding requested by the originator, credit information, scope of distribution of request 
for proposal to providers, and deadline for accepting a response to the request for 
proposal, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 
1-67). 

As per claim 8, Ojha discloses wherein the step of selecting one or more providers 
from the plurality of providers comprises the steps of 

storing the provider criteria received from the plurality of providers in a data storage 
medium; 

searching the data storage medium for providers having one or more specified criteria 
included in their provider criteria, wherein the originator criteria includes said one or 
more criteria(see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 
lines 1-67) and generating an initial distribution list including one or more providers 
having the one or more specified criteria, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 
lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 9, Ojha discloses further comprising the steps of 

determining whether a provider of the one or more providers on the initial distribution list 
has provider criteria which does not match originator criteria in the 

request for proposal; 

determining whether the provider will accept requests for proposals having 

originator criteria that does not match the provider criteria (see column 2 lines 49-67 
and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67) and removing the provider from 
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the initial distribution list when the provider will not accept requests for proposals having 
originator criteria that does not match the provider criteria and maintaining the provider 
on the initial distribution list when the provider will accept requests for proposals having 
originator criteria that does not match the provider criteria, (see column 2 lines 49-67 
and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 10, Ojha discloses further comprising the steps of 

determining whether a provider of the one or more providers on the initial distribution list 
has provider criteria conflicting with the originator criteria; and removing the provider 
from the initial distribution list when the provider has provider criteria conflicting with the 
originator criteria, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8- 
12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 1 1 , Ojha discloses further comprising the steps of 

determining whether the originator has indicated that a provider of the one or more 
providers on the initial distribution list should not receive the request for proposal (see 
column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67) and 
removing the provider from the initial distribution list when the originator has indicated 
the provider should not receive the request for proposal, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and 
column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 12, Ojha discloses further comprising the steps of 

dete rminin g whether a provider of the one or more providers on the initial distribution list 
has indicated not to receive requests for proposals from the originator; to and removing 
the provider from the initial distribution list when the provider has indicated not to 
receive requests for proposals from the originator, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and 
column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 13, Ojha discloses further comprising the steps of: 

reviewing the provider criteria of an unselected provider to determine whether a 
modification to the provider criteria may be made so that the unselected provider may 
be added to the selected one or more providers; and sending a notification suggesting 
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the modification to the unselected provider, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 
lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 14, Ojha discloses further comprising the step of 

receiving a modification request from the unselected provider to modify the provider 
criteria in accordance with the modification suggested; 

modifying the criteria of the unselected provider; 

adding the unselected provider to the selected one or more providers; and providing the 
request for proposal to the unselected provider, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 
3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 15, Ojha discloses further comprising the steps of 

reviewing originator criteria in the request for proposal to determine whether a 
modification to the originator criteria may be made so that an unselected provider may 
be added to the selected one or more providers; and sending a notification suggesting 
the modification to the originator, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 
and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 16, Ojha discloses further comprising the step of 

receiving a modification request from the originator to modify the originator criteria in the 
request for proposal in accordance with the modification suggested, modifying the 
originator criteria in the request for proposal (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 
lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

adding the unselected provider to the selected one or more providers; and providing the 
request for proposal with the modification to the provider, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and 
column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 17, Ojha discloses wherein the group of plurality of providers 
comprises a group of pre-selected providers provided by the originator, (see column 2 
lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

As per claims 18-29, Ojha discloses a method for brokering commercial transactions 
between an originator and a provider through a communications network, the method 
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comprising the steps of receiving provider criteria from each of a plurality of providers, 
wherein at least one of said provider criteria is included in requests for proposals 
forwarded to said respective provider; 

storing said provider criteria in a database(see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 
lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67) receiving a request for proposal from an 
originator, the request for proposal having one or more primary criteria; 

filtering said database to identify a group of the plurality of providers having provider 
criteria matching the one or more primary criteria (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 
3-4 lines 1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67) selecting one or more providers from the 
group o f the plurality of providers, the selected one or more providers having provider 
criteria matching the one or more primary criteria; 

providing the request for proposal to the selected one or more providers; receiving a 
proposal in response to the request for proposal from at least one of the selected one or 
more providers; and 

providing the proposal to the originator, (see column 2 lines 49-67 and column 3-4 lines 
1-67 and column 8-12 lines 1-67). 

conclusion 

3. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicants 
disclosure. 

Lange (US 6, 321, 212 Patent) teaches financial products having a demand based 
adjustable return and trading exchange therefor. 

Silverman (US Patent 5, 077, 665) teaches distributing matching. 

Musmanno(US Patent 4, 346, 442) teaches securities brokerage cash management. 

Musmanno(US Patent 4, 376, 978) teaches securities brokerage cash management. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frantzy Ponvil can be reached on 703-305-9779. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 
for regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-3900. 



CG 




p*v.,,-;ArtY EXAMINER 



June 23, 2005 




